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Mr. Josep Borrell 

Vice-President of the European Commission 

High Representative of the Union for the CFSP. 

Rue de la Loi 170 

1000 Brussels 

 

 

Brussels, 24 February 2021 

  

 

 

 

Mr. High Representative, 

Mr. Vice-President,  

 

We, the undersigned, wish to express our bewilderment and disapproval of the unusual and 

recurrent conduct of the Ambassador of the European Union in Cuba, Mr. Alberto Navarro.  

His latest action, consisting of having signed, as a member of the EEAS in Havana, a letter 

addressed to none other than the President of the United States requesting, among other matters, 

the lifting of the U.S. embargo on the island (see attachment) as well as the non-interference in 

Cuban affairs. This constitutes a serious act in a totally unfortunate and erratic line of action 

regarding what should be the defence of our interests and values as a Union of Democratic 

States and States governed by the rule of law.  

 

Such a behaviour, in addition to being inappropriate, is completely alien to the functions and 

standards of conduct that should govern a diplomatic representative of the EU, with the 

aggravating circumstance that it allows him to address a government of a third country, a friend 

and ally of the EU, to which he is not accredited.  

 

It could be said that our Ambassador in Havana takes political positions in line with a regime 

that neither respects nor defends human rights or democratic plurality and allows himself 

liberties more typical of a political leader than of a diplomatic representative. 

 

We have also learned of Ambassador Navarro’s alleged attempts in adding diplomatic 

representatives of other Member States of the European Union to his unwise initiative, who out 

of respect and attachment to their diplomatic status declined to add their signature to the 

aforementioned letter.  

 

We wish to bring to your attention that this latest unacceptable initiative constitutes one more 

act in the long list of grievances that Ambassador Navarro has inflicted on the European 

Parliament.  
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Ambassador Navarro blocked the participation of Sakharov Prize laureates in a hearing 

organized by the European Parliament Central American Delegation (DCAM), initially putting 

all kinds of obstacles and excuses, finally boycotting and denying access to the facilities of our 

delegation in Havana to the laureates due to the Cuban regime's refusal to allow their 

participation by video conference. 

 

Moreover, in official meetings with DCAM, Ambassador Navarro has stated that he maintains 

a fluid and continuous relationship with Cuban civil society. However, Ms. Berta Soler, 

president of the Ladies in White in Cuba and Sakharov Prize winner, has repeatedly informed 

us that she has not received any attention or concern from the staff of our Embassy in Havana, 

despite the numerous, continuous and periodic detentions of which she and the other members 

of her organization suffer. 

 

Likewise, the Embassy in Havana does not publish, probably because it considers them 

uncomfortable, European Parliament Resolutions, and in particular the Resolution of 

November 29, 2019 on the case of the arbitrary detention José Daniel Ferrer and the violation 

of civil liberties in Cuba. 

 

Furthermore, during an official DCAM meeting, Mr. Navarro allowed himself to categorically 

state that the European Parliament had visited Havana on several occasions since the entry into 

force of the political dialogue and cooperation agreement, noting that he himself had 

accompanied prominent Members of Parliament on their official visits. This is categorically 

false, and a consequence of the deliberate desire of the Ambassador to pass off as official 

delegations of the European Parliament individual deputies of tolerated political groups or 

sympathetic to the regime that have been able to visit the country without any difficulty. This 

has not been the case for the European Parliament as an institution, which since the entry into 

force in 2017 of the DPCA has been the only European institution that has been denied such a 

right, therefore representing a total anomaly in its operation. 

 

For all of the above Mr. High Representative and Vice President, we consider that the current 

Ambassador is not worthy of the high functions he holds and is entrusted with and we strongly 

request you to proceed with his immediate replacement. 

 

With the expression of our consideration, please accept, Mr. Vice President and High 

Representative, our respectful greetings, 

 

Dita CHARANZOVÁ (Renew Europe) 

Vice-president of the European Parliament  

 

Jordi CAÑAS (Renew Europe) 

Vice-Chair of the Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly (DLAT) 

 

Hermann TERTSCH (European Conservatives and Reformists Group) 

Vice-Chair Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly (DLAT), Vice-

Chair of the European Conservatives and Reformists Group 
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Javier NART (Renew Europe) 

Vice-Chair of the Delegation for relations with the countries of Central America (DCAM) 

 

Jens GIESEKE (European People's Party) 

Vice-Chair of the Delegation for relations with the countries of Central America (DCAM) 

 

Esteban GONZÁLEZ PONS (European People's Party) 

Vice-Chair of the European People's Party 

 

Frédérique RIES (Renew Europe) 

Vice-Chair of Renew Europe 

 

Malik AZMANI (Renew Europe) 

Vice-Chair Renew Europe 

 

Dominique RIQUET (Renew Europe) 

Vice-Chair of Renew Europe 

 

Michael GAHLER (European People's Party) 

Coordinator of the European People's Party Group in the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

(AFET) 

 

Leopoldo LÓPEZ GIL (European People's Party) 

Coordinator of the European People's Party Group in the Delegation to the Euro-Latin 

American Parliamentary Assembly (DLAT) 

 

Antonio LÓPEZ-ISTÚRIZ WHITE (European People's Party) 

Secretary General of the European People's Party 

 

Jorge BUXADÉ VILLALBA (European Conservatives and Reformists Group) 

Leader of the Vox Delegation in the European Parliament 

 

Dolors MONTSERRAT (European People's Party) 

Speaker of the People's Party in the European Parliament 

 

Juan Ignacio ZOIDO ÁLVAREZ (European People's Party) 

Member of the Delegation for relations with the countries of Central America (DCAM) 

 

Gabriel MATO (European People's Party) 

Substitute of the Delegation for relations with the countries of Central America (DCAM) 

 

 


